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the cost of beneficiary services for the 
period in which the collection is made. 

(g) Charity allowances. Charity allow-
ances have no relationship to bene-
ficiaries of the Medicare program and 
are not allowable costs. These charity 
allowances include the costs of uncom-
pensated services furnished under a 
Hill-Burton obligation. (Note: In ac-
cordance with section 106(b) of Pub. L. 
97–248 (enacted September 3, 1982), this 
sentence is effective with respect to 
any costs incurred under Medicare ex-
cept that it does not apply to costs 
which have been allowed prior to Sep-
tember 3, 1982, pursuant to a final court 
order affirmed by a United States 
Court of Appeals.) The cost to the pro-
vider of employee fringe-benefit pro-
grams is an allowable element of reim-
bursement. 

(h) Limitations on bad debts—(1) Hos-
pitals. In determining reasonable costs 
for hospitals, the amount of bad debt 
otherwise treated as allowable costs (as 
defined in paragraph (e) of this section) 
is reduced— 

(i) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during fiscal year 1998, by 25 per-
cent; 

(ii) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during fiscal year 1999, by 40 per-
cent; 

(iii) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during fiscal year 2000, by 45 per-
cent; and 

(iv) For cost reporting periods begin-
ning during a subsequent fiscal year, 
by 30 percent. 

(2) Skilled nursing facilities. For cost 
reporting periods beginning during fis-
cal year 2006 or during a subsequent fis-
cal year, the amount of skilled nursing 
facility bad debts for coinsurance oth-
erwise treated as allowable costs (as 
defined in paragraph (e) of this section) 
for services furnished to a patient who 
is not a dual eligible individual is re-
duced by 30 percent. A dual eligible in-
dividual is defined for this section as 
an individual that is entitled to bene-
fits under Part A of Medicare and is de-
termined eligible by the State for med-
ical assistance under Title XIX of the 
Act as described under paragraph (2) of 
the definition of a ‘‘full-benefit dual el-
igible individual’’ at § 423.772 of this 
chapter. 

(3) ESRD facilities— 

(i) Limitation on bad debt. The amount 
of ESRD facility bad debts otherwise 
treated as allowable costs described in 
§ 413.178. 

(ii) Exception. Bad debts arising from 
covered services paid under a reason-
able charge-based methodology or a fee 
schedule are not reimbursable under 
the program. Additional exceptions for 
ESRD bad debt payments are described 
in § 413.178(d). 

(i) Exception. Bad debts arising from 
covered services paid under a reason-
able charge-based methodology or a fee 
schedule are not reimbursable under 
the program. 

[51 FR 34793, Sept. 30, 1986, as amended at 57 
FR 33898, July 31, 1992; 60 FR 63189, Dec. 8, 
1995; 63 FR 41005, July 31, 1998; 66 FR 32195, 
June 13, 2001. Redesignated at 69 FR 49254, 
Aug. 11, 2004, and amended at 71 FR 48142, 
Aug. 18, 2006; 71 FR 69785, Dec. 1, 2006; 75 FR 
49198, Aug. 12, 2010] 

§ 413.90 Research costs. 

(a) Principle. Costs incurred for re-
search purposes, over and above usual 
patient care, are not includable as al-
lowable costs. 

(b) Application. (1) There are numer-
ous sources of financing for health-re-
lated research activities. Funds for this 
purpose are provided under many Fed-
eral programs and by other tax-sup-
ported agencies. Also, many founda-
tions, voluntary health agencies, and 
other private organizations, as well as 
individuals, sponsor or contribute to 
the support of medical and related re-
search. Funds available from such 
sources are generally ample to meet 
basic medical and hospital research 
needs. A further consideration is that 
quality review should be assured as a 
condition of governmental support for 
research. Provisions for such review 
would introduce special difficulties in 
the Medicare programs. 

(2) If research is conducted in con-
junction with, and as a part of, the 
care of patients, the costs of usual pa-
tient care and studies, analyses, sur-
veys, and related activities to serve the 
provider’s administrative and program 
needs are allowable costs in the deter-
mination of payment under Medicare. 

[51 FR 34793, Sept. 30, 1986, as amended at 61 
FR 63748, Dec. 2, 1996] 
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